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INTERNAL MEMO

REF : EALA/MEM/11
TO - Chairperson
Committee on General Purpose
CC - ron. Speaker, SCA - Gp
FROM 5 Clerk
DATE - February 03, 2016

SUBJECT : PETITION BY THE ALBINSIM SOCIETY OF KENYA TO
THE EAST AFRICAN LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (EALA) TO
ADVOCATE FOR THE PROTECTION OF PERSONS WITH
ALBINISM
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Attached herewith please find a Petition from Albinism Society of Kenya.

The purpose of this Memo is to forward to you the above mentioned Petition for
consideration by your Com Mittee.
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Kenneth Madete

Enc.
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Albinism Society of Keny -

Improving the quality of (e for persons wich Albinism,

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (EALA) TO ADVOCATE FOR THE PROTECTION oOF
PERSONS WiITH ALBINISM,

INTRODUCTION TO ALBINISM,

Albinism is g condition that resulis from genetic mutations that Causes little or po
bigmentation in the eves, skin or halr. Melanin is responsible for EyE, skin and hajr colour,
Without sufficient melanin, the eye is unable tg function Properly and jts nerve cennections to
the brain are alse alfered. Therefora mMost people with albinism have Ler}r pale skin, hair and
BYES and are often Characterized by long- slesved clothing, hats and dark glasses as g
Measure against the sun, Albinism can affect al races |

1.0 BACKGROUND

Tnere is no official datg that provides for the EXact number of pé;rsuna with albinism tg
ascertain the exac POpulation In Eagt Africa. However studies revea_'*r that the frequ&ncy af
albinism worldwide I5 estimated to be approximately 1 n 20,000 in most Populations, 1:17-
20,000 people within the Caucasian race, Tanzania at a ratig of 1:4,000. There is therefore
the need of 5 regicnal database for RErsans with albinism in the wider East African region,
QIVeN as per each country’s head count in order o ascertain the exact numbhers,

The Integration Rrocess is a reality but s also an asplrationg) and pnigressrve goal. For the
fruits af intagration to be enjoyed by all citizens and as such it ig irqp::rtant that the EALA
fake the albinism protection ery in the intzgration Agenda. .

fallzcies

|
There is need therefor far laws that protect the social, aducational, cultural and spiritua|
needs of persons with albinism so as to realise a smooth Intagration of |1ha EAC. .

3.0 PETTITION TO THE EALA

* NEED FOR EXTENDED fﬂ.WﬁHENEE‘E; PWas ars discriminated in ayr communities
based on cultura) Practices and hefiefs that do net suppon EE:'I:‘.J'P] inclusion, They ars
often segregated from the community and are denied their rights, They are at a high
risk of being trafficked due to the myths and misconceptions thér: their body parts are




4 source of wealth and §00d charms, The EALA need to eLav::r laws that promotes
albinism awareness in the entire region,

* APPREMENDING PERPETRATORS oF PWA KILLINGS: Many persons with

misconceptiong af them being g source of good luck. Even iwfth the strict trafficking
laws in the EAC member Countries, the markat for FPWAs body parts has widened.

* ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT of "WAS: In assisting Persons with Afbinismm
develop g Pasitive self-image in order to exploit their fulj potential in education, social

funding for schoa fees and eyecara SUpport services,

* HEALTHCARE: |n order to protact PErsons with albinism #rc:m skin cancer (the
deadliest killer disease for PWas) there is nesd for @ comprehensive healthcare
Pregram which entailg FREE provision of sunscraen Jotfﬂns.Lar‘ter sun and lipeare
products, protecti ' requent skin sCreening services at affordable cost.

mplayers discriminate against PiWAs for employmant
ﬁ,rar:tjced despite the

(}%——'—u &-‘ = ._'_._.:
COLLINS On BAID | CAROL ma RETE
OFFICIAL . QFFICIAL,




