EALA WORKSHOP ON FORESTRY AND CLIMATE CHANGE ON 10th -11th JUNE 2014, NAIROBI (Dr. Wamalwa)
EXPERIENCE IN REDD+ IN EAST AFRICA REGION

REDD+ means Reducing Emissions from deforestation and forest degradation and + is sustainable management of forests, conservation of forest carbon stocks and enhancement of carbon stock.

They actors of REDD+ have been classified into two: funders which are international organizations and financial institutions for example World Bank and UN-REDD as well as government support from Norway, UK, Finland, and Australia. Implementers have been at National- level programmes, sub-National initiatives, and indigenous/local people and forest dependent communities.

CONSTRAINT ON REDD

NATIONAL LEVEL

Lack of clear forest tenure

Lack of institutions for coordination across sectors

Lack of political will or motivation factor

Lack of institutions for REDD+ finance and benefit sharing 

INERNATIONAL 

Demand for commodities that convert or degrade forests

 Lack of an overall climate agreement and roles for REDD+

Availability of finances for activities that convert or degrade forests

Lack of a market for forest carbon credits

PRIORITY ATTENTION TO SAFEGUARD REDD+

Land tenure and rights

Poverty

Gender equality

Biodiversity 

Food security

ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN IN FOREST COUNTIRES

Link REDD+ to poverty reduction, food security and adaptation to climate change

Strengthen transparency of forest related information and accountability

Link REDD+ to transformational change with respect to tenure, community rights and gender

Strengthen rules for benefit-sharing

Link supply chain and REDD+ metrics at jurisdictional levels

AT INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

Commit significant payment for performance funding

Accelerate negotiations toward an overall climate agreement

Remove deforestation from global commodity supply chains

Make remotely- sensed data on forests more accessible

Create markets for forest carbon credits

STATUS OF REGION IN REGARD FOR REDD+

TANZAINA

Completed Activities

REDD+ communications strategy

National Forest Resource Monitoring and Assessment

National REDD+ strategy – endorsed by government in March 2013

On Going Activities

Stakeholder consultations and monitoring

9 pilot projects

REDD+ awareness materials 7 zones and policy briefs (MP)

Capacity building 

Establishment of a national carbon monitoring centre

Development of Measuring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) systems

Research by Academic institutions  

By 2016 to become a REDD+ performance base country

KENYA

On Going Activities

Stake holder consultation and communications

Development of a REDD+ readiness programme monitoring and evaluation 

Policy Reviews

Environment policy, forest Act and the forest policy

Policy initiated

Formulating a carbon investment and trading policy

UGANDA

On Going Activities

Multi stakeholder participation and engagement

Setting up the co-ordination and monitoring processes.

No policy reforms initiated

Activities not attempted at all

Stake holder Engagement and feed back in readiness process

REDD+ strategy and strategic Environmental and social Assessment 

REDD+ implementation frame work thus national forest monitoring system, information system for multiple benefits 

Challenge is a 52% budget deficit

BURUNDI

Key areas of focus

Policy revision thus forestry legislation

Policy formulation thus energy policy, national policy to control population growth

Forestry inventories and Agricultural production

Efforts Existing

Adaptation and Mitigation

RWANDA

It does not appear in the list of REDD+ country participants and REDD+ country candidates of the FCPF

Efforts

Adaptation and mitigation

Programmes of Actions

Enabling pillars

Rwanda’s National Climate Change and Environment fund

Conservation and rehabilitation of natural recourses

Ecosystem rehabilitation, sustainable land management, sustainable forestry, promotion and protection of biodiversity

Congo Basin Forest Fund

Activities

Training in forest management in the Congo Basin

Sustainable Afforestation and reforestation of natural forests of Rwanda 

Some of the Region’s Experience in REDD+ are as below

The effects of climate change do not have political boundaries so it’s a common goal

Developing countries are most vulnerable to the effects of climate change

Forests do contribute to mitigation and Adaptation

Developing countries are endowed with a forest resource base

REDD+ is also used as a financial mechanism to add value to standing forests

Countries are at different stages of REDD+ but heading the same way  

With regard to Article 114 on the treaty of the establishment of the East Africa community on management of Natural Recourses, the conservation and management of forests agree to take necessary measure through:

The adoption of common policies for, and the exchange of information on the development, conservation and management of natural forests, commercial plantations and natural reserves

The joint promotion of common forestry practices within the community

The joint utilization of forestry training and research facilities

Adoption of common regulations for the conservation and management of all catchment forests within the community

The establishment of uniform regulations for the utilization of forestry resources in order to reduce the depletion of natural forests and avoid desertification within the community

The establishment of Api-Agro forestry systems  

Protocol on Environment and Natural Resources Management

The partner states shall co-operate in all activities relating to development, conservation, sustainable management and utilization of all types of forests, trees and trade in forest products throughout the community.

The partner states shall harmonies and enforce national policies, laws, and programmes to promote sustainable forest management

The partner states shall adopt common national policies and programmes that allow local communities to effectively participate in forest management activities and to benefit from the forest resources.

The partner states shall co-operate, and where necessary, enter into agreements, or other arrangements, in the management of trans-boundary forests ecosystem and protected areas

EAC Climate Change Policy

Its specific objective ensure that the forest sector continues providing global services in mitigation of climate change while supporting sustainable development needs of the partner states

Policy Statements and Actions Partner States Shall:

Under take public awareness on the opportunities of forests as potential carbon sinks to benefit from carbon market

Promote alternative energy sources and efficient bio mass energy technologies to reduce pressure on forests resources 

Promote reforestation and afforestation using appropriate tree species

Strengthen research and promote data and information exchange 

Develop guidelines for accessing carbon financing facilities

Increase indigenous forest cover by promoting a variety of forestry species

Support appropriate mechanisms to reward or provide incentives for forest conservation and avoidance of deforestation

Promote activities that enhance the carbon storage capacity from forest ecosystems and address all drivers of deforestation and forest degradation taking into account specific national circumstance within the context REDD

EAC Development Strategy

Promoting and protecting indigenous/ traditional knowledge associated with biological resources and ecosystems and strengthening

Promoting national plans, programmes and legislation for forest management, inventory and monitoring, information sharing on trade on illegally harvested forest products

Development of EAC forest policy

The partner states have recognized the importance of forests and the need of having regional forests policy to among other things maximize the contribution of forest sector in improving people’s livelihood conservation and economic prosperity

Some trans-boundary ecosystems management initiatives are already on going in the region such as the mara ecosystem, lake chala-jipe and forest law enforcement governance and trade (FLEGT) process

Directive by sectoral council to EAC secretariat to prepare Terms of Reference for the development of the EAC forestry policy and strategy and submit to the 4th sectoral council on environment

EAC Carbon Credit Exchange

The exchange is foreseen to provide a transparent and regulated trading platform on which buyers and sellers of credible compliance and voluntary carbon credits generated within the region are matched. The trading platform is envisaged to provide the medium for transactions and supporting structures in the form of brokers and local partners within East Africa 

EAC to register as a regional Implementing Entity (RIE) by establishing the EAC Climate Change Fund and approval for its operational modalities

Process of registering as a regional implementing entity to be eligible to climate funds (Adaptation fund, Green fund) and support from USAID, staff recruitment, co-operation and partnership and Affiliated to UNFF, UNEP, USF, CIFOR, AWF, IUCN

THE IMPORTANCE OF FORESTS

Forests provide food and livelihood thus provide nuts, berries, roots, meat and cooking fuel, complementing agricultural crops and providing essential nutrients that would otherwise be unviable. As well as improving the house hold income for people living in or near forests

Forests provide wood fuel and charcoal which is used domestically because it’s available and affordable source of energy

Forests provide water which is through recycling rainfall and ground water to support continental-scale and intercontinental –scale hydrological cycles. As well as act as water catchment thus reducing floods and removing pollutants because they improve stream quality and watershed by decreasing the amount of storm water runoff before the reach waters. And act as giant sponges, soaking up rainfall during wet seasons and slowly releasing it during times of drought.

Forests have played a role in impacting on the incorporation of renewable energy through generation of liquid bio fuels which is form crops such oil palm, sugarcane and soybean

Forests also are important in the climate change mitigation of which they have a role in regulating the earth’s climate through the carbon cycle thus removing carbon from the atmosphere as they grow and storing carbon in leaves, woody tissue, roots and organic matters in soil  

